
“Why do I need the Church’s sacraments when I can experience God’s grace without them?” 
 

1. What is grace for? 
a. “Become partakers in divine nature” 
b. Salvation 

2. What is salvation? 
a. “The glory of God is the human being fully alive” - St. Irenaeus 
b. Human being is meant to be fully alive - what does this mean? 

i. OPTIONAL: Well, we know that God is the source of life . . . 
ii. OPTIONAL: So, participating in divine life? But what does that mean? 

3. How is salvation offered to us? 
a. Through Jesus Christ . . . so in Jesus Christ, we must see the human being fully 

alive 
b. The cross 

i. Christ offers himself to the Father in perfect charity, perfect self-gift 
ii. The human being fully alive is the human being who fully loves 

c. The Resurrection 
i. NOT supernatural (NOT resuscitation) 
ii. Rather, “perfectly natural” - the perfection of our nature 
iii. The human being who participates fully in love is fully human 
iv. The Resurrection is not an addition or supernatural extension of the 

human person, but rather the human person as it truly is 
d. Re-Creation 

i. Not just an image or symbol, but Christ (who united himself to humanity) 
actually makes this possible for all human beings 

ii. Ontologically elevates the human person 
iii. Brings in human person to divine life (perfect love of the Trinity) 

4. This is salvation, and grace (and, as we’ll see, the sacraments and the Church) invites 
us to enter into this divine life and divine love more and more fully 

 
DAY 2 - Colossians 1:15-20 

5. Christ and Creation 
a. God as creator and source of life 

i. Jewish and Greek idea of God as creator, as source of all things 
ii. Bios v. zoe - biological life stems from, or relies on, divine life 

b. Jesus Christ as the “Son of God” 
i. Not just an honorary title, but a claim about who Jesus actually is - the 

second person of the Trinity 
ii. Jesus, a human man, as creator, as source of all things 

1. RADICAL claim! 
c. No longer just God as the creator, but the Trinity as co-creators 
d. But what do we mean by “life”? Not just bios anymore… 

6. Christ and Re-Creation 



a. “Firstborn of the dead” 
i. Resurrection -> new beginning of creation, of life 

b. “Fullness of God” 
i. Meaning…? 
ii. Fullness of life (zoe) 

1. What does this divine life look like? 
iii. Fullness of love (giving) 

c. Reconciliation - to bring back together (to the source… God) 
i. Salvation is that which brings us back to our source… to divine life… to 

God. 
ii. Remember - if source of life is God, source of cosmos and creation is 

God, if we return to him, we are returning to the very source of life, a 
source that is even beyond death 

d. Re-Creation - new humanity that participates in divine life (in zoe) 
i. Humanity as it was meant to be 

7. The Church 
a. Right in the middle of this passage, between creation and re-creation  
b. The Church as that vehicle through which we leave behind creation (bios) and 

enter re-creation (zoe) 
c. In fact, it IS that recreation itself 
d. Paradox of “Already - Not Yet” 

i. Already the source of salvation, of zoe, that perfect communion with God 
ii. Not Yet full participants in divine life, eschatological vision 


