
Name: ________________________ 
Date:   ______________ 

Planning the Mass 
Feast of the Immaculate Conception 

 
You are in charge of planning a mass for the feast day of the Immaculate Conception, December 8, 

2016. You must help the priest prepare his homily, select the music, and make sure the sanctuary is properly 
decorated. Remember, all elements of the mass should reflect both the theological significance of the 
Immaculate Conception and   the season of Advent. For Monday, please do the following: 
 

1. Read the 1st, 2nd, and Gospel reading for December 8 . Identify 2-3 common themes in the readings, 
and explain how they relate to this feast day/liturgical season. Since it is the feast of the Immaculate 
Conception, they are mostly centered around Mary and Eve, both women chosen to be mothers of 
the people of God. 

a. You can find the readings on www.usccb.org/bible/readings/120816.cfm 
2. Write a short summary of a homily you would give at this mass. Remember, the homily should 

connect back to the readings and help us understand the significance of this feast day and the season 
of Advent. Your summary should also explain how these readings and Church celebrations are 
relevant to the life of someone here at Judge. Basically, if you were writing the homily, what would 
actually help you grow as a Christian? (Summary should be 6-8 sentences.) 

3. Choose an opening or closing hymn for the mass, and briefly explain why you would choose this 
song (2-3 sentences). Remember, the hymns are not about what we feel like singing that day. Rather, 
they should deepen our appreciation for the readings we are about to hear (or have heard) and/or our 
appreciation for the feast day we are celebrating. Both the text and the mood of the song are 
important, and they should reflect either the readings, the Immaculate Conception, or the season of 
Advent. 

a. If you need help finding songs, there are a few resources. A slightly dated website, but it has a 
great explanation of Advent and many song suggestions: 
http://catholic-resources.org/Lectionary/Seasons-Advent-Christmas.htm . 

b. There is also this website with a list of songs you can listen to and choose from: 
https://www.giamusic.com/sacred_music/musicByDay_results.cfm?lk=ICX .  

4. Lastly, describe how you would decorate the sanctuary of the church to reflect the themes of the 
mass. Think artwork, banners, what colors should be used, etc. Find one piece of artwork that you 
would include, and in a few sentences (3-4), describe what else you would include and why. 

 
Please bring in a hard copy  of your plan to class on Monday, 12/5. 
 
Remember, this plan is not about you! It is about helping others join in to the celebration of the universal 
Church. Your plan will be graded based on your ability to incorporate the themes of the readings, connect the 
parts of the mass to the feast day of Immaculate Conception and the liturgical season of Advent, and lastly, on 
effort and creativity. Worth 20 pts. 
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